
June 2022

Dear Supporters and Friends,

Even though our daily routine is all about going back to Ecuador, Jan and I planted a garden this 
Spring. Our garden amounts to five tomato plants in buckets, and a couple of oregano and basil plants. 
The tomato plants look great with all the rain we have had this Spring. Oddly, they have only produced 
two tomatoes so far. As good looking as they are it seems to us they should produce more fruit. It turns 
out our tomato plants have been an object lesson for Jan and me, reminding us that looking good 
without producing fruit is not proof of productivity or success. It is the fruit we produce that 
demonstrates our value in what we do, not how good we look to others.

Jesus said this about bearing fruit, “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be
my disciples.” (John 15.8)

Above all things our desire for our service to Jesus is that in all the things we do we please Him, and 
that our ministry for Him bears much fruit.

Our calendar is filling up with meetings, but we are still looking for more opportunities to share our 
ministry with churches as we head back to Ecuador. We still lack about 40% of our support, but we are 
trusting God to supply the rest of our support by the end of this year.

Earlier in May we began the application process for our visas. There are quite a few moving parts to the
process. First, we had to visit our local Sheriff’s office to obtain county wide background checks, and 
to complete our finger print cards. Of course they were not able to read Jan’s finger prints. Jan had to 
go to a Post Office thirty miles away to have her finger prints digitally scanned, and it took several tries
before the lady at the Post Office was finally able to get a good scan of her prints.

Next we had to send off our finger print cards with the necessary forms to the FBI for national 
background checks. At the same time we had to obtain new copies of our birth certificates and our 
marriage license from the State of Ohio. Just this week we received back our background checks from 
the FBI, while we are still waiting for our new passports to arrive. Our old passports expired a few 
months ago, so we had that process to go through also.

The next part of the visa process is to send out all of the documents we have received so far back to the 
governments of Ohio, Oklahoma, and the US government to apply for Apostilles for all of the 
documents. If you don’t know what an Apostille is, its a document issued by a State or the US 
government that states that another document issued by the State or US government is authentic. We 
need a total of seven Apostilles, issued by two States, and the US government. The use of Apostilles is 



something the United Nations came up with just after the Second World War, so that nations around the
world would have a uniform method of authenticating each others documents. I think the process is 
known as “red tape”.

After we receive back all seven of our documents with their Apostilles, we must have each document, 
and its Apostille translated into Spanish, and the translated copies notarized. Then we must obtain a 
notarized affidavit from our mission agency stating that we have sufficient income to support ourselves 
while we are in Ecuador. By the way, we are not allowed to do the translations, they must be done by a 
disinterested party. Also, the government of Ecuador requires that we have health insurance that covers 
us while we are in Ecuador. The insurance is no good in the USA.

After all of this is done all we have left to do is buy our airline tickets, and then, finally, we can 
download and complete our visa applications so we can call the Ecuadorian Consulate to make an 
appointment to go to their office in Houston, Texas, 450 miles away from our home, to complete our 
visa applications.

All of the documents we take to the Ecuadorian Consulate for our visa applications must have been 
issued by the various government agencies in the USA within six months of the date of our 
applications, which is why we must have all new documents. If all goes well we will then be able to 
travel to Ecuador as temporary residents with permission to stay there for two years. We have been told
that after two years our temporary residency will convert to permanent residency.

The entire process will cost between two and three thousand dollars, plus about $300 per month while 
we are in Ecuador to pay for our required health insurance. This policy has a $10,000.00 deductible, 
and only pays 70% of a hospital stay after the deductible is met. Needless to say we are searching for 
something better.

Many things in missionary work are easier to do today than in years past, but going to a foreign mission
field still costs a lot, and it is hard work. God has graciously allowed Jan and I to learn that serving 
Jesus is by far the most fruitful thing we will ever do in our lives.

Serving Jesus,

Lewis & Janice Beeler
Lewis mobile: 405-868-7892
Janice mobile: 405-868-9299
lewis@beelersinecuador.org
janice@beelersinecuador.org

PS-- You can make a donation on our ministry website at:
https://beelersinecuador.org/support-our-work

or use our mission agency donation page at:
https://www.myclickandgive.com/login.php?id=26

Donations made on either site are fully tax deductible.
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